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A   POLITICAL 

CATECHISM. 


Question.  What  is  the  Present  State  of  Old  England  ? 
Answer.  It  exhibits  the  two  extremes  of  human  condition,— 
Wealth  and  extravagance  on  oue  hand,  and  Want  and  Wretch- 
edness on  the  other. 

Q.  How  d<>es  this  appear  ? 

A.  The  Slafe  Pensioners  are  wallowing  in  Luxury,  and  Paupers 
are  pining  <>n  Alms;  the  Ministers  are  all  confidence,  and  the 
People  all  despair  ;  the  Military  are  superbly  clothed,  and  the 
Poor  are  in  ra^s ;  the  Court  is  feasting,  and  the  cottage  is 
fasting ! 

Q,  What  is  the  Cause  of  this  Unnatural  state  of  things  ? 
A.  It  arises  from  various  Causes, 
Q,,  Which  is  the  principal  ? 

A.  The  Unequal  and  very  Imperfect  state  of  our  REPRESEN- 
TATION, in  the  C  >mraons'  House  of  Parliament. 
Q.  How  is  the  House  of  Commons  constituted  ? 
A.  In  some  instances  One  Man  sends  Two  Members;  Twelve 
are  returned  by  Eleven  Electors;  90  are  Placemen  and  Pension- 
ers ;  a  Majority  of  the  Whole  House  are  returned  by  1M  Lords 
and  Commoners  ;  306  are  sent  by  165  individuals. 

Q.  How  is  the  Inequality  of  our  Representation  manifested  ? 
A.  In  this  way  :  Newton   in  Hants,  has  one  Elector  and  two 
Members,  but  Manchester  has  no  Representative  ;  Midhurst  in 
Sussex,  has  one  Elector  and  two  Members,  but  Sheffield  has  no 
Representative;— Old  Sarum  in  Wilts,  has  one  Elector,  and  two 
Members,  and  Birmingham  has  no  Representative. 
Q.  Is  the  constitution  silent  on  this  subject  ? 
At  Far  from  it:   Magna  Charta,   the  Bill   of  Rights,   and 
the  Act  of  Settlement,  are  all  very  explicit  upon  it. 

Q,.  In  what  light  are  these  Pillars  of  the  Constitution  to  be 
considered  ?. 

A.  They  are  the  Suprbmr  Law  of  the  Land;  and  are  as 
binding  upon  every  Branch  of  the  Government,  as  the  Common 
Law  is  upon  the  Subject. 

Q.  What  does  the  Act  op  Settlement  say  in  reference  to  this 
Doctrine  ? 

A.  it  assert^  that*1  All  Kings  and  Queens  who  shall  ascend 
the  Throne  of  these  Realms,  ought  to  administer  the  Govern- 
ment oi  the  s^me,  according  to  the  Laws,  and  all  their  0f„ 


peers ?  and  Ministers  ought  to |  serve  them  respectively, according 
to  the  same." 

Q.  Ought  every  man  to  be  represented  in  Parliament? 

A.  The  Law  of  the  Land  says,  4»  That  every  man  in  England  is 
supposed  to  he  present  in  Parliament,  either  by  Himself  or  by,  his 
Representative;  and  that  Representation  shall  be  co-extensive 
with  Taxation. 

Q.   How  then  ought  Taxes  to  be  raised  ? 

A.  The  Law  of  the  Land  says,  •'  That  Money  shall  not  be  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  People,  in  the  shape  ofTaxes,  without 
their  consent,  or  the  consent  ol \  their  Representatives." 

Q.  Is  it  allowable  for  Government  to  bribe,  or  otherwise  influ- 
ence Electors  ? 

A.  The  Law  of  the  Land  says,  '■' That  Elections  shall  be,  free 
and  unbiassed." 

Q.  Are  Placemen  and  Pensioners  eligible  to  serve  as  Repre- 
sentatives ? 

A.  The  Law  of  the  Land  has  declared,  "That  no  person  vi  ho. 
has  an  Office  or  Place  of  profit  under  the  King,  or  who  receives 
a  Pension  from  the  Crown,  shall  be  capable  of  serving  as  a 
Member  6f  the  House  of  Commons." 

Q.  What  is  the  Constitutional  period  for  which  Parliaments 
were  originally  chosen  ? 

A.  The  Law  of  %he  Land  says,  "  That  Parliaments  shall  be 
Annual," 

Q.  Is  it  legal  to  buy  or  sell  Seats  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons i 

A.  The  Law  of  the  Land  says8  M  That  no  Seats  in  that  House 
should  be  Bouight  or  Sold." 

Q.  Was  any  one  ever  convicted  of  violating  this  Law  ? 

A.  In  the  year 1809,  a  Cabinet  Minister  was  accused  by  Mr. 
Madocks,  M.  P.  for  Boston,  and  found  guilty  of  bartering  for  a 
seat  in  an  Honourable  Assembly  ;  for  which  he  was  punished — by 
an  expression  of  horror  from  the  Chair. 

Q.  In  how  many  ways,  theu,  has  the  Constitution  been  vio- 
lated ? 

A,  In  the  Unequal  State  of  the  Representation— in  raising 
Taxes  without  the  consent  of  the  People — in  Bribery  at  Elections 
-—in  allowing  Placemen  and  Pensioners  to  sit  in  Parliament — in 
extending  the  duration  of  Parliaments— and  in  trafficking  foe 
Seats  in  an  Honourable  House. 

Q.  Of  what  is  that  man  guilty,  who  breaks  the  Law? 

A.   Of  Disloyalty. 

Q.  How  does  (his  appear  ? 

A.  From  the  word  Law— in  the  French  Language  Loi — fide-? 
lity  to  which,  constitutes  Loyalty. 

Q.  Who,  then,  is  the  most  LOYAL  man  ? 

A.  He  who  is  the  most  faithful  supporter  of  the  Laws  of  his. 
Country. 

Q,.  Of  what  is  he  guilty  who  violates  the  Constitution— the  su- 
preme Law  of  the  LanrJ  ? 

>.'  A.  Not  of  Disloyalty    only,  but   also  of  Treason  agabsj,  the 
State. 


Q.  TVhieh  is  the  next  powerful  cause  of  our  present  Bis* 
tress  ? 

A.  The  next  cause— arising  out  of  the  preceding  one — is  the 
ENORMOUS  TAXATION  with  winch  we  a,e  loaded. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  Taxes  now  required? 

A.  SEVENTY  MILLIONS  a  year. 

Q.   How  are  these  Taxes  distributed  ? 

A.  More  than  Forty  Millions  a  year  go  to  pay  the  Interest  of 
what  is  called  the  NATION  At  DEBT. 

Q.  \\7hat  is  the  amount  of  this  Debt  ? 

A.  ONE  THOUSAND  MILLIONS. 

Q.  How  soon  might  one  count  tjiis  Debt,  if  it  were  all  in  One 
Pound  Notes  ? 

A.  By  counting  Sixty  Hours  each  Week,  at  the  rate  of  Sixty 
Notes  in  a  Minute,  one  might  perform  it  in  a  little  more  than 
Eighty -nine  Years. 

Q.   How  has  it  been  incurred  ? 

A.  One  part  of  it  in  fighting  against  the  Bourbons,  and  the 
other  part  in  iightingjfbr  them. 

Q.  When  will  this  Debt  be  liquidated  ? 

A.   Never. 

Q.  How  long  will  the  Interest  of  it  be  paid  ? 

A.   Not  long. 

Q.  How  are  the  other  Taxes  disposed  of? 

A.  U)  tl\e  payment  of  the  Civil  List.,  Placemen,  Pensioners,  and 
ginecu  lists;  and  in  defraying  the  Ordinary  Expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Q.  Have  all  those  who  are  in  the  receipt  of  this  Money  ren- 
dered any  important  services  to  the  state  ? 

A.  Many  of  them  are  known  to  the  country  only  f>\  the  vast 
sums  which  they  receive  from  it,  or  by  the  great  injuries  which 
they  have  inflicted  upon  it. 

Q.  Who  are  they,  and  what  do  they  receive? 

A.   Take  for  a  sample,  the  following  who  receive  per  ann. 

Lord  Ardeji         ......  .         ^£38,754 

Earl  Cathcart  •  .  .  18,364 

Lord  Lake  ....  13,649 

]&$.  of  Bl'CKl>T.HAM  .  .  ,  23  000 

Earl  Hardwicke  .  .  .  .  11.094 

Duke  of  Richmond  ,  •  .  ll2,6f3<S 

Earl   Bathurst  #  .  ,  32,7 00 

D.  of  Manchester  .  .  .  14,06 

Hon.  T.  KNok  .  .  .  10,0^ 

Q.  Are  aiiy  other  Demands  made  upon  the  Country  I 
A.    Yes:  Pvor  Rates  and  Tythes. 
Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  POOR  RATES  ? 
A.  in  1815,  it  was  about  Ten  Millions;  bit  from  (he  increased 
and   increasing  Distress  of  the  Poor,  it  is  believed,   that   in  t}:e 
nresent  year,  Twenty  Millions  will  be  found  insufficient. 
1    a.  What  will  be  the  amount  of  TYTHES  this  year  ? 
A.  About  Six  Millions. 
Q.   Are  they  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  Church  ? 


A.  The  Church  may  require  them:  but  Christianity  does 
But. 

Q*  Is  the  Church  of  England  poor? 

A.  Not  very  :  the  following  BisfcopHeks  are  worth,  per  annum, 
viz. 

Durham  -.  .  -  £24,000 

Ely  .  .  .  12,000 

York  14,000 

Winchester        •  .  .  18,000 

Canterbury  .'  •  •  20,000 

London         .  •  •      *•  9,000 

and  some  oihers  a  few  thousands  less. 

Q.  Do  the  People  of  any  other  Country  pay  so  much  in  Taxes 
as  we  do  ? 

A.  No  ;  the  People  of  the  United  States  of  America  pay  annu- 
ally, from  Four  to  Five  Millions  sterling,  in  Taxes  of  every  de- 
scription. 

Q.  How  much  is  that  per  head  on  the  whole  Population  of  the 
United  States? 

A.  About  Twelve  Shillings;  or  Three  Pounds  for  a  Man  with  a 
Wife  and  Tnree  Children. 

Q.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  Taxes  on  each  Individual 
in  this  Country  ? 

A.  About  Eight  Pounds  a  Year;  or  Forty  Pounds  for  a  Man 
with  a  Wife  and  Three  Children. 

Q.   Do  the  People  of  the  United  States  pay  any  Poor  Rates? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Do  they  pay  any  Tythes  ? 

A.  Not  any. 

Q.   Have  they  then  no  Established  Church  to  support? 

A.  Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Do  the  French  pay  any  Poor  Rates  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  Tythes? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  the  plain  inference  from  these  facts? 

A.  That  as  our  Burdens  are  heavier,  so  are  our  Distresses 
greater  than  those  of  any  other  Country. 

Q.  By  what  other  means  has  our  Ruin  been  accelerated  ? 

A.  By  engaging  in  unnecessary  and  unjust  Wars. 

Q,.  For  what  purpose  did  William  Pitt  enter  into  a  War  with 
France,  in  the  year  1733? 

A.  To  destroy  Liberty  abroad,  and  establish  Despotism  at 
home. 

Q.  How  much  has  the  War  against  France  increased  the  Public 
Debt? 

A.  Upwards  of  Seven  Hundred  Millions. 

Q.  How  much  has  the  Public.  Expenditure  been,  in  One  Year, 
during  the  lute  War? 

A.  in  1812,  the  total  Amount  vras  One  hundred  and  Twelve 
Millions  Three  Hundred  and  Four  Thousand,  Three  hundred  anj 
Ninety-two  Pounds,  Three  Shillings,  and  Seven-pence. 

Q.  What  have  been  the  immediate  Kflueis  of  this  War? 


1 

A.  An  advance  in  the  Price  of  Land,  and  the  Necessaries  of 
Life;  Ihe  Uuin  of  our  Trade  at  home,  and  of  our  Commerce 
abroad. 

®.  Why  was  not  Land  reduced  to  a  Peace  price,  when  Peace 
was  made? 

A.  Because  a  System  of  Extravagance  and  increased  Expendi- 
ture was  engrafted  on  (he  War,  and  Retrenchment  became  the 
most  difficult  of  all  duties. 

Q.  But  is  it  not  reasonable  to  expect,  that  the  diminished  de- 
mand for  Agricultural  Produce,  consequent  on  the  Peace,  would 
cause  an  immediate  reduction  iu  t  he  Price,  and  that  tltis  would 
affect  the  Value  of  Land  ? 

A.  This  result  was  intentionally  prevented  by  an  infamous 
CORN  BILL;  which  in  its  operations  has  kept  up  the  value  of 
Land  and  the  price  of  Bread  to  pretty  near  the  War  maximum, 
whilst  Labour  has  been  kept  down  to  the  Peace  minimum. 

Q.  Will  the  high  price  of  the  Necessaries  of  Lite  affect  our 
Manufacturers  ? 

A.  Very  materially  ;  for  if  to  the  usual  value  of  Labour  we 
add  the  increased  Price  of  Food,  the  cost  of  our  Manufactured 
Articles  will  be  proporlionably  advanced,  and  the  British  Mer- 
chant will  in  consequence  he  unable  to  come  iu  competition  with 
any  other  in  the  foreign  market. 

Q.  What  is  to  be  expected  as  the  natural  result  of  this  state  of 
things? 

A.  The  Manufacturer  must  inevitably  suffer;  first  the  Em- 
ployer and  then  the  Employed:  the  former  wilt  remove  the  dis- 
advantage from  Himself,  as  long  as  possible,  by  controlling  the 
wages — the  latter  must  submit  to  his  fate. 

Q.  But  may  not  the  time  come  when  both  must  suffer  ? 

A.  That  period  is  now  arrived,  and  both  are  fa*t  sinking  toge- 
ther; the  one  into  splendid  Ruin — the  other  into  degrading 
Pauperism. 

Q.  But  may  not  this  distress  be  alleviated  by  some  temporary 
Expedients  ? 

A.  If  by  Expedients  are  meant  Soup  Shops  and  Subscriptions, 
experience  has  pronounced  them  to  be  worse  than  useless,  and 
perfectly  deceitful. 

Q.  What  is  the  Amount  of  the  Subscription  lately  set  on  foot 
at  the  London  Tavern  ? 

A.  It  is  now  very  near  42,0001.  which  is  about  8,0001.  more 
than  Lord  Arden  receives  every  year" for  doing  nothing,  und 
would  afford  to  every  Poor  Individual  in  the  country  about  two 
pennyworth  of  soup. 

Q.  Have  not  some  Persons  received  more  ? 

A.  Yes;  but  others  have  got  uothing, 

Q.  What  do  the  Poor  want? 

A.  Wages — not  Alms;  Work— not  Charity. 

Q.  Suppose,  then,  Government,  were  to  adopt  a  system  of 
RETRENCHMENT  would  not  this  give  some  relief? 

Q.  Ministers  have  already  deceived  us  with  pretensions  of  this 
sort;  they  have  fallen  foul  on  a  few  little  mole-hills,  and  left  the 
mighty  hills  untouched. 

A.  IN  what,  then  can  a  REMEDY  be  found  for  the  extreme 
distress  under  which  we  suffer  ? 


A.  In  a  RADICAL  REFORM  of  the  House  or  Commons. 

Q.  But  how  cau  a  Refoim  in  the  Representation  alone  relieve 
us ? 

A.  By  restoring  to  the  People  their  Constitutional  share  in  the 
Government  ;  vthen  the)  will  be  enabled,  by  their  Representa- 
tives, to  prevent  all  unnecessary  Wars  ;  to  abolish  all  useless 
Places  ;  to  compound  for  all  unmerited  Pensions  and  Sinecures  ; 
to  diminish  exorbitant  Salaries  ;  to  reduce  the  whole  expenditure 
of  Government  ;  and  to  make  such  Laws  only  as  will  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  Country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  Peoples 

Q.  Why  is  this  measure  never  supported,  if  it  will  answer  such 
valuable  purposes  ? 

A.  This  measure  has  been,  and  is  still  supported,  by  the  real 
friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the  welfare  of  the  Country. 

Q.  Who  are  they  that  have  defended  it  ? 

A.  The  great  Lord  Chatham,  for  one,  was  so  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  it  in  his  lime,  that  he  publicly  declared,  "If  the 
House  were  nol  reformed  WITHIN,  it  would  be  reformed  FROM 
WITHOUT,  with  a  vengeance."  And  his  son,  William  Pitt, 
assured  th<  same  House  of  Commons,  "That  without  a  llefonv, 
no  honest  Man  could  be  a  Minister." 

Q.  Wh>,  then,  did  nol  Mr.  Pitt  support  the  attempts  for  Par- 
liamentary Reform  when  he  was  a  Minister  ? 

A.  Because  he  was  too  young  and  too  weak  to  resist  the 
blandishments  of  Power  at  the  first ;  and  because  he  afterwards 
discovered,  that  his  influence  and  authority  were  a  thousand 
times  greater,  in  a  CORRUPT  HOUSE  of  Boroughmougcring' 
Sycophants,  than  it  would  have  been  over  the  real  and  faithful 
Representatives  of  the  people. 

Q.  Does  it  not  seem  from  this,  that  no  Minister  will  consent 
Freeh  t»  a  Radical  Reform  ? 

A.  It  does  appear  so  ;  but  such  an  event  does  hot  entirely  de- 
pend upon  any  Minister  :  the  Sovereign*  or  the  Regent  acting  in 
ilis  name,  can,  at  any  time,  change  all  his  Ministers,  and  cau  form 
an  Administration  composed  of  such  men  as  are  friendly  to  Re- 
form. 

Q.  But  is  it  likely  that  THE  REGENT  will  be  induced  to  sepa- 
rate himself  from  those  who  enable  him  to  gratify  all  his  desires  ? 

A.  This  must  depend  upou  circumstances;  if  the  alternative 
should  ev<r  be — as  there  is  much  reason  to  apprehend  it  will— • 
that  he  must  be  either  separated  from  the  Enemies  of  Reform,  or 
FROM  THE  PEOPLE,  he  surely  will  not  hesitate  to  decide  in 
liisown  favour  and  consult  his  own  safety. 

Q.  In  the  present,  state  of  things,  is  it  proper  that  the  People 
should  petition  for  Reform  and  Retrenchment? 

A.  No  ;  there  are  very  few  counties,  towns,  or  villages  in  the 
tountry,  thai  have  not  already  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons 
for  Reform  and  Retrenchment,  but  these  Petitions  have  all  been 
treated  with  contempt;  therefore,  if  the  People  really  wish  for 
Heform,  it  is  clear  they  must  have  recourse  to  other  means. 

Here  endeth  the  Catechism* 

Printed  by  R.  Carlilc,  183,  Fleet  Street. 


